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Four years made possible 


Why CSU thinks 
graduating in 4 years 
will be a good thing 
for college students. 


By Caitlyn Mendoza 
Staff Writer 


Graduating from college in the 
span of four years is a dream in 
2016 — especially since almost 60 
percent of students who enter col- 
lege to pursue a bachelor’s degree 
graduate in six years, according to 
the Department of Education. 

The California State Universi- 
ty system, along with Gov. Jerry 
Brown, is pushing to increase the 


four-year graduation rate at all 
CSUs. 
At Cal State Long Beach's annu- 


al convocation address in August, 
CSULB President Jane Close Cono- 
ley discussed the mandate and cur- 
rent rates of four-year graduation. 
“We have a new challenge 
from the governor...by 2025 our 
four-year-graduation rate must go 
to 39 percent,” she said. “It is cur- 
rently at 15 percent and our average 
enrollment time is about five years.” 
To help with the graduation rate 
increase, CSULB received a one- 
time $2.4 million grant from the 
state of California. Conoley said it 
is at the university’s discretion on 
how to divide up the funds. 
According to the Public Policy 
Institute of California, the CSU’s 
serve more than 460,000 students 
annually across its 23 campuses. As 
of fall 2015, CSULB enrollment was 


see GRAD, page 2 


FAST FACTS 
GRADUATION RATE 


© To help with the graduation 


rate increase, CSULB received 
a one-time $2.4 million 
grant from the state of Cal- 
ifornia. 


* According to the Public Pol- 
icy Institute of California, 
the (SU's serve more than 
460,000 students annually 
across its 23 Campuses. 


* As of fall 2015, CSULB enroll- 
ment was 37,430 students. 


Fiesta-val 


ancers from Danza Atzeca, above, performed indigenous Atzeca dances Tuesday night as part of Latinx* Culture 
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Through Music. The event, held in the University Student Union Ballroom, was part of Latinx Heritage Month 
and sponsored by the Latino Student Union and the Cal State Long Beach Office of Multicultural Affairs. 


Performers from Grupo Folklorico Mexica, left, showcased traditional dances from various parts of Mexico. Traditional 
dances were influenced:by indigenous peoples and Europeans — such as Spanish and Germans. 


In addition to the performances, event attendees learned the history of certain dances, traditional clothing and cultural 


* Latinx (pronounced: Latin-ex) is a gender-neutral alternative to “Latino/a” that has been adopted by many members of the 


CSULB Orchestra to perform 
first concert Friday 


CSULB will perform 
pieces by Chabrier and 
Tchaikovsky before 
Rob Frear performs a 
solo piece by ‘Tomasi. 


By Monica Gallardo 
Staff Writer 


Cal State Long Beach students will 
soon have the chance to ditch main- 
stream electronic music and revisit 
the classical sounds they typically 
only hear in movie scores. 

The Bob Cole Conservatory Sym- 
phony is hosting its first concert of 
the season at 8 p.m. Friday at the 
Carpenter Performing Arts Center. 
Miiller-Stosch, who 
serves as Director of Orchestral Stud- 


®@ Johannes 


ies and Director of the Bob Cole Con- 
servatory of Music, will conduct the 
orchestra as it performs “Espafia” by 
French composer Emmanuel Chabri- 
er and “Symphony No. 5” by Russian 
composer Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky. 
Miiller-Stosch has traveled to plac- 
es like Chile, Italy, Japan and South 
Korea in support of his career as a 
conductor, as well as a solo and col- 
laborative artist. Outside of his work 
with California State University, 
Long Beach, he spends time as music 
director and conductor of Holland 
Symphony Orchestra in Michigan. 
Miiller-Stosch chose these pieces 
in an effort to challenge the orchestra 
without making excessive demands. 
“I also keep in mind what the audi- os 
ence might want to listen to,” he said. 


see CONCERT, page 5 
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Median incomes up sharply, poverty rate down 


By Don Lee 


Tribune Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — The economic 
recovery is finally providing relief to 
America’s long-running problem of 
stagnant middle-class incomes. 

The Census Bureau’s unexpected- 
ly-rosy annual report on poverty and 
incomes, released Tuesday, showed 
the biggest improvement in decades 
on both fronts. 

Healthy job growth, coupled with 
moderate wage gains, lifted the medi- 
an household income to $56,500 last 
year, up 5.2 percent, or $2,800, from 
2014. It was the sharpest annual in- 
crease on record. 

The nation’s poverty rate fell to 
13.5. percent in 2015 from 14.8 per- 
cent the year earlier,.the largest sin- 
gle-year percentage drop since 1968. 

American families still have some 
distance to go to make up for many 
years of stagnating earnings and 
rising poverty, but the strong and 
broad-based improvement indicates 
that the recovery: from the Great 
Recession has taken hold and that 
American households may have more 
cause for optimism than is generally 
perceived. 

“The good news is, maybe we've 
turned the corner, said Sheldon 
Danziger, president of the Russell 
Sage Foundation, who, like other ex- 
perts following poverty and income 
issues, had expected some improve- 
ment, but nothing this large. “I’m 
certainly more optimistic than I’ve 
been in a long time.” 

The Census Bureau report, which 
also showed further improvements in 
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37,430 students. 

The PPIC’s website said that the 
CSU wants to “[increase] on-time 
graduation rates for freshman and 
transfer students-four years for 
freshman, two for transfers — clos- 
ing graduation gaps between low-in- 
coming students and their more af- 
fluent peers.” 

Some students have expressed 
concern. that this mandate could 
push students to unwanted career 
paths. 

“T think a lot of people will end up 
with majors they do not like,” said 
Sarah Al-Hamadani, a sophomore 
who has yet to declare her major. 

Ryan Westrick, a senior health 
care administration major echoed 

_ similar concerns. 


Poverty rate 


Percentage of Americans below the poverty line, annually 


1960 1970 


Source: U.S. Census Bureau 


health insurance coverage of Ameri- 
cans, was hailed by President Barack 
Obama and could provide a boost 
to Democratic presidential nominee 
Hillary Clinton, whose fortunes are 
closely linked with that of the presi- 
dent’s. Political scientists have found 
that when personal incomes rise 
during an election year, the party in 
the White House typically benefits. 
Obama, stumping for Clinton at a 
campaign event Tuesday in Philadel- 
phia, did not pass up the moment to 
spotlight the census report. Obama 


“If a student wants.to get out of 
here as soon as possible, they may 
pick. anything that’s available or 
something that isn’t’ as strenuous 
to get out of here on time,” he said. 
“It might stop them from following 
their passion.” 

Richard Marcus, a CSULB pro- 
fessor in the international studies 
department, said that while the man- 
date isn’t meant to produce unpre- 
pared graduates, there is a possibility 
of that happening. 

“The CSU isn’t looking to push out 
unprepared students,” he said. "It is 
looking to be more efficient, which, 
if not done carefully, can in effect 
push out less prepared students.” 

Marcus said that there are ways to 
increase four-year graduation rates 
while protecting students from being 
unprepared. 

“Student learning communities, 
summer bridge programs, under- 
graduate research programs, intern- 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


For research study involving measurement of hemoglobin and 
other non-invasive readings. 

If you are 18 years of age or older, healthy and weigh a 
minimum of 110 Ibs, you may be eligible to participate in a 
research study with monetary compensation for your time. 

You may be paid up to 250 dollars. Multiple blood draws and a 
fluid infusion may be involved. Study time varies. 


Please call for details. 
Masimo Corporation 
52 Discovery Irvine, CA 
92618 949-297-7137 
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said the uninsured rate was the low- 
est on record as was the pay gap be- 
tween men and women. 

“So, now, let’s face it; the Repub- 
licans don't like to hear good news 
right now, Obama said..“But it’s im- 
portant just to understand this is a 
big deal. More Americans are wark- 
ing, more have health insurance, in- 
comes are rising, poverty is falling, 
and gas is $2 a gallon. ... Thanks, 
Obama!” 

The median income growth was 
fueled by sharper gains in poorer 


ship programs, peer mentoring pro- 
grams - most CSUs do at least some 
of these already and CSULB does all 
of these,” he said. ”The question is 
whether these tools will be success- 


be 


Conoley said that 
university is looking 

to repackage general 
education requirements 
into a more 
interdisciplinary way, — a 
‘meta major,’ as she called 


it. ae 


ful in protecting students at greater 
risk” : 

President Conoley said that she 
wants to try to eliminate some reme- 


Graphic: Tribune News Service 


families. Households at the bottom 
10 percent of the economic ladder 
saw a 7.8 percent increase in income 
last year, while the top 10 percent in 
income had a 2.9 percent gain. But 
the report also found. income in- 
equality remains near a record high. 

Tuesday’s report offered a far 
brighter picture than the one being 
painted by GOP candidate Donald 
Trump, who has focused on job loss 
and wage stagnation among dis- 
placed blue-collar and manufactur- 
ing workers, Peter Navarro, a Trump 


dial class requirements, which will 
allow students to fill their schedule 
with classes needed for their major 
and thus graduate in a more timely 
manner. 

“No one would be pushed out,” she 
said, “but we wouldn't be the barrier 
[for graduating on time].” 

Conoley said that university is 
looking to repackage general educa- 
tion requirements into a more inter- 
disciplinary way, - a “meta major,” as 
she called it. 

This way, if a student decides to 
change his or her major, lower-level 
units will have a better chance of car- 
rying over to the new discipline. 

“Due to the rising costs of educa- 
tion, I think there is growing pres- 
sure for students to know what they 
want to do with the degree they are 
working towards and less opportu- 
nity for using the college experience 
to ‘find yourself,” said Chris Lowe, 
professor of biological sciences at 


economic advisor, did not respond to 


‘requests for comment on Tuesday. 


Census figures confirmed, howev- 
er, that much of the economic growth 
in 2015 was concentrated in large 
cities, not the rural areas where most 
of Trump's support is located. It was 
also highest in the West and lowest in 
the South. 

Since Democrats and Republi- 
cans traditionally have perceived 
the nation’s economic performance 
differently, the gap between income 
growth in cities and the rest of the 
country could widen that divide. 

Reed Galen, a longtime GOP 
strategist, agreed that “any moderate 
increase in President Obama’s pop- 
ularity accrues to Hillary Clinton’s 
electoral chances in November.” 

But he doubted that that new cen- 
sus figures would substantially ease 
the frustration many Americans still 
feel, noting that the economy has yet 
to return to the “halcyon days” before 
2008. 

“We have not been there and are 
not likely to get there any time soon,” 
Galen said. “If the Census is doing its 
survey and showing the poverty rates 
are down and median wages are up, 
why are so many people ticked off?” 

One explanation is that even with 
the strong gains last year, median 
household income remains 1.6 per- 
cent lower than it was in 2007, the 
year before the recession took hold, 
and 2.4 percent lower than the peak 
median income in 1999, when it hit 
$57,909. 

Poverty levels likewise remain 
higher than the 12.5 percent reported 
in 2007. 

That will be the real question.” 


CSULB. “I think this is particularly 
true for the sciences and engineer- 
ing, where the major course require- 
ments are extensive and less transfer- 
able to other degrees.” 

For students who plan on walk- 
ing before they technically fulfill the 
unit requirement to graduate, Cono- 
ley said she wants to look into the 
possibility of subsidizing summer 
courses to help students get those 
last few units without spending an- 
other semester’s worth of tuition. 

Additionally, Conoley said that 
the university will have a fully fund- 
ed course schedule, and increasing 
summer and winter sessions will 
help those students who are already 
on the four-year pathway to succeed. 

“I think adding classes and profes- 
sors can help a lot, Westrick said. “If 
they add more professors and class- 
es, it'll give us a better opportunity 
of getting classes and getting out of 
here in time” 


GOT AN OPINION? 
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Gas company to pay $4 million settlement over massive leak 


By Alice Walton 
Los Angeles ae 


Southern California Gas Co. agreed 
to a $4 million settlement Tuesday to 
end a criminal case filed by Los Ange- 
les County prosecutors over the utility’s 
handling of the massive gas leak near 
Porter Ranch last year. 

The gas company pleaded no 
contest to one misdemeanor count 
of failing to immediately notify the 
California Office of Emergency Ser- 
vices and Los Angeles County Fire 
Department of the leak that began on 
or around Oct. 23, 2015, in the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas storage field. The 
utility will pay the maximum fine of 
$75,000 for that three-day delay, ac- 
cording to the L.A. County district 
attorney’s office. 

The gas company will pay $232,500 
in state penalties on top of that fine and 
$246,672 for the fire department's re- 
sponse to the leak. 

Three other misdemeanor counts 
will be dismissed when the utility is 
sentenced Nov. 29. 

“This agreement ensures that South- 
ern California Gas Co. is held account- 
able for its criminal actions for failing 
to immediately report the leak,’ TeAs 
County District Attorney Jackie Lacey 
said in a statement. 

The settlement agreement includes a 


host of safety measures that go beyond 
what is already required by state and 
local laws. 

At a cost of $1.2 million to $1.5 
million, the gas company will install 
eight infrared methane leak detection 
systems along the southern border of 
the Aliso Canyon gas field. It will also 
install real-time pressure monitors at 
each storage well. An outside company 
will be brought in to test and certify the 
instruments. 

Under the settlement, the gas com- 
pany agreed to hire six full-time em- 
ployees to monitor those detection 
systems over the next three years. Em- 
ployees will also undergo training relat- 
ed to leak detection. 

In a statement, utility officials called 
the settlement “another important step 
in our efforts to put the leak behind us 
and to win back the trust of the com- 
munity.’ 

But people living in nearby Porter 
Ranch pointed out that the settlement 
doesn’t do much to prevent a leak — the 
measures instead focus on identifying a 
leak once it’s begun. 

“There is no change in the way the 
wells are configured in the field and 
the way they tap into the storage of 
gas,’ said Issam: Najm, president of the 
Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council. 
“Therefore, to that end, we don't see 
that there’s any substantive change in 


Brian vander Brug | Los Angeles Times 


Homes near the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Storage facility in Porter Ranch, Calif., on February 10. 


the safety of the system.” 

Alexandra Nagy with Food and 
Water Watch put it more bluntly: 
“This fine is barely a slap on the 
wrist for SoCal Gas, whose parent 
company made $10 billion in reve- 
nue last year.” 

In February, the district attor- 
ney filed four misdemeanor criminal 
charges against the company, accusing 
it of releasing air contaminants and ne- 
glecting to report the release of hazard- 
ous materials until three days after the 


leak began. 

The leak forced at least 8,000 res- 
idents out of their homes. for months, 
costing Southern California Gas about 
$500 million, according to the utility. 
As people moved home, the gas compa- 
ny cleaned the interiors of 1,500 homes 
and the exteriors of 1,200 homes, along 
with schools, playgrounds and public 
parks. 

Residents have complained of head- 
aches, nosebleeds and nausea, which 
are short-term symptoms associated 


with an odor-causing additive in the 
natural gas. 

The leak was finally capped in Feb- 
ruary. 

Southern California Gas still faces 
civil lawsuits from thousands of resi- 
dents. 

“The criminal plea does not alter the 
responsibility Southern California Gas 
has to all residents and businesses dam- 
aged and harmed as a result of this sig- 
nificant event; said plaintiff’s attorney 
Paul Kiesel. 
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Enjoy shopping for great clothing and unique vintage items. | 


Daily 49er Advertising Account Ex- 

ecutive 

The role of an account executive is to 
. develop new advertising clients for the 
Daily 49er and maintain relationships 
with existing clients. This includes 
continuous contact to counsel existing 
clients on building a successful adver- 
|  tising campaign, growing relationships 
with new clients and working closely 
together with manager, co-executives, 
and graphic design team of the news- 
paper. 
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Show your student, staff and faculty I.D. 
and get 20% off your first purchase. 


; Must possess 

* Outstanding communication and in- 
terpersonal abilities. 

' ¢ Great sense of sales and customer 
service. 
¢ Responsibly organized and flexible in 
order to meet customer demands. 
* Capable of working as part of a team, 
and at the same time strive for person- 
al SuCCess. | 


Everything we do goes back to supporting the homeless and low income. 
communities in Long Beach. 
To donate or volunteer, contact Chrysteen at 562-676-7119 
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Creative outlets help 
Beach students stress — 
less through Art and 
Soul Fair 


By Elizabeth Ortiz 


When the stresses of university 
life begin to pile on — be it an over- 
whelming work-load, dating drama 
or a feeling of isolation — the repre- 
sentatives at the Student Health Ser- 
vices know students become more 
vulnerable to fall into substance abus- 
ing habits. 

To give students a healthy alterna- 
tive to channel their anxiety, Beach 
Recovery is hosting the Art and Soul 
Fair Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on the West Speaker’s Platform. 


4 ARTS & LIFE 


“Beach Recovery, who sponsors 
the Art and Soul Fair is a substance 
recovery program that promotes 
connection with other students, and 
those struggling with addiction can 
be okay with admitting [their strug- 
gles],” said Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Other Drugs Coordinator Heidi Or- 
tiz. “There is no shame in recovery.” 

The Art and Soul Fair gives stu- 
dents a day to play in the sunshine 
and reduce stress with interactive cre- 
ative stations like painting, coloring, 
inspiration collage, jewelry and but- 
ton making. 

This wellness project is opened to 
all who want to participate, and learn 
how to create alternative solutions 
steering away from drugs and alcohol. 

According to the US National Li- 
brary of Medicine, there is a growing 
international ‘acknowledgment that 
creative arts can be beneficial for 


well-being and health. Art projects 
used for health benefits have been 
supported throughout many nations 
in the world. 


G 


It is a time for all students 
to sit down, relax and 
create something. 


-Heidi Gurling 
Student Health Services 
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“Tt is a time for all students to sit 
down, relax and create something,” 
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said Health Resource Center Coordi- 
nator Heidi Girling. 

Ortiz invites all students who want 
a reprieve from the stress of daily life, 
because the amount of stress they ex- 
perience can be harmful to mental 
and physical health. This wellness 
project is opened to all who want to 
participate, and learn how to create 
alternative solutions steering away 
from drugs and alcohol. 

“Our biggest outreach is when 
students get caught with substance 
at their campus housing unit,’ Ortiz 
said. “It poses a problem and they 
come into the treatment center.” 

There will be information available 
through the “Wellness. Warriors,” vol- 
unteers who help set up and work the 
art. stations to answer any questions 
at the fair. The overall intention is to 
help students become aware of warn- 
ing signs of substance abuse within 


themselves, or others. 

Open recovery meetings for all 
addictions take place every Monday 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Soropti- 
mist House and Alcoholics Anon- 
ymous meets every Thursday from 
noon-1 p.m. at Student Health Ser- 
vices in Room 268. 

Ortiz said a lot of students may 
have addiction but find other care fa- 
cilities away from CSULB for weekly 
recovery meetings, which she dis- 
courages. 

“There is no need. to hide person- 
al information; [it will remain con- 
fidential]? Ortiz said. “I hope to tell 
students that Beach Recovery is a safe 
place, and being in recovery is okay.” 

By taking time out to participate 
in the Art and Soul Fair, students can 
foster self-discovery through ‘creative 
recovery and find a new hobby, away 
from drugs and alcohol. 


2016 STEM Job & Internship Fair 


Thursday, Sept 22 / 12pm-4pm / USU 2nd Floor 


e 60+ Companies 
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individuals with disabilities, who need reasonable accommodations, please contact the CAREER DEVELOPMENT CENTER 48 hours prior to the event. 
The Career Development Center is a department of the Student Services Division. CSULB is an equal opportunity Employer/Educational Institution. 
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CONCERT 


continued from page 1 


“T also don’t repeat any pieces 
within a 7-8 year cycle.” 


He hopes that this will provide’ 


performers and attendees with an 
enjoyable night of classical music. 

Director of Brass Studies and 
Trumpet Rob Frear will then per- 
form “Trumpet Concerto” by French 
composer Henri Tomasi. 

Frear has performed with sever- 
al orchestras throughout his career, 
including the Hollywood Bowl Or- 
chestra, Los Angeles Opera, Orange 
County’s Pacific Symphony, Jof- 
frey Ballet of Chicago and the Long 
Beach Symphony. 

Miiller-Stosch said that roughly 
100 members of the orchestra audi- 
tioned for seat placement and have 
been preparing for this concert. as 
a group since the first day of the 
semester. Nearly one-third of the 
members are new to CSULB. 

“Not everyone gets into orchestra,” 


Miiller-Stosch said. “It is very com- 
petitive.” 

CSULB differs from competing 
universities and conservatories due 
to its ability to have a complete or- 


be as advertised as other genres, 
Miiller-Stosch is confident about the 
concert’s outcome. 3 
“Orchestra concerts are as main- 
stream as they get in terms of clas- 


chestra. sical music, es- 
“Sometimes pecially with this 

these —_univer- repertoire be- 

sities hire pro- - ing performed,” 

fessional mu- Orchestra concerts are Miller-Stosch 

siciaris, have as mainstream as they said. 

faculty play or get in terms of classical Frear also hopes 


even hire our 
students to put 
on performanc- 
es” Maller + performed. 
Stosch said. “At 
CSULB, we do 
all of this from 


music, especially with 
this repertoire ee. 


-Fohannes Miiller-Stosch, Director 


that this event will 
introduce students 
to new genres and 
broaden their ar- 
tistic awareness. 
“Students 
should attend this 


strength within.” of the Bob Cole Conservatory of concert to expand 


The con- Music 
ductor said he 
hopes Friday’s 
event will provide the orchestra with 
a challenging performance opportu- 
nity while the Long Beach communi- 
ty can watch a professional concert at 
a high level. 

Although classical music may not 
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their cultural un- 
derstanding,” Frear 
said. 

Tickets for the concert are $10 for 
students and $15 for non-students. 
They can be found on the Bob Cole 
Conservatory of Music website or at 
the Carpenter Performing Arts Cen- 
ter box office. 
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Ambiguous words used 
by the media spread 
Islamophobia 


By Laura Manriquez 
Staff Writer 


he religion of Islam is 

misunderstood by many 

non-Muslim Americans. 

As a result of there be- 

ing a variety of Muslim 

sects with different beliefs and teach- 

ings, such as Sunni and Shia, the reli- 

gion quickly becomes difficult to define 

for those with little understanding of 
Islam's holy text — The Quran. 

Media outlets continuously provide 
coverage of Islamic extremist groups — 
most notably, the terrorist organization 
ISIS — attacking western cities and re- 
cruiting hundreds into accepting their 
twisted version of “jihad” 

In a lecture at Oxford University, 
Prime Minister of Malaysia Dr. Maha- 
thir Mohamad refuted the concept of 
Islam as a violent religion by saying, 
“No one, Muslim or non-Muslim, can 
deny that there have been a lot of ter- 
rorist acts perpetrated by Muslims. But 
then, a lot of terrorism has also been 
perpetrated by non-Muslims. The dif- 
ference is that if a Muslim does it, the 
deed is immediately attributed to his 
faith. When a non-Muslim commits the 
most heinous of terroristic crimes, his 
deed is not linked to his religion” 

As a result of media outlets using 
terms like “radical Islam; in certain 
coverage without entirely addressing 
what the non-radical version truly is, 
islamophobia has spread quickly in 
western countries. 

This isamophobic phenomenon in 
nations with Christian majorities has 
created a hostile environment for those 
following* the non-radical version, or 
what many non-fundamentalist Mus- 
lims call the true version of Islam. 

According to a report by George- 
town University’s. Center for Mus- 
lim-Christian Understanding, there 
have been more than 180 Muslim-fo- 
cused hate crimes nationwide between 
March 2015 and March 2016. 

Cal State Long Beach’s Muslim com- 
munity has also faced unfair treatment 
from non-Muslims. 


Being Muslim 
“Tm a Muslim female in the United 
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6 OPINIONS 
Removing the ‘Islam’ from ‘radical Islam’ 


States, just practicing my religion— 
worshipping one God, respecting the 
holy books and acknowledging the 
prophets,” said Leen Alhmadi, first year 
nutrition and dietetics major. 

The religious aspect of Islam is one 
very similar to religions like Christian- 
ity and Judaism. Extremism can, with- 
out a doubt, grow from religions like 
these; however, once they do they be- 
come their own dangerous sect. 

“People claim to be following a reli- 
gion yet blatantly do things that aren't 
allowed in it— and they get branded as 
Muslims,’ says Alhamdi on those who 
practice religious extremism. “That just 
gives Muslims a bad name, especially 
here in the US? 

Alhmadi shared that she has faced 
discrimination exactly because she is 
a hijab-wearing Muslim, but although 
she has been spat on and has had people 
throw things at her, she’s grateful she 
lives in LA— and not the rural south 
where her aunt resides. 

“My aunt lives in Alabama and it’s re- 
ally bad over there.” she said. “She had 
someone break in her house, vandalize 
her car, throw rocks at her, someone 


robbed her. It's disgusting” 


Islamophobia stems from the fear 
that Muslims are embracing an oppres- 
sive and violent religion. Media outlets 
aren't helping end the fear, either. 

News agencies, such as CNN and 
NBC, have asserted in their coverage 
that as long as “radical Islam” is said, 
rather than “Islam” alone, they are suit- 
ably specifying that a certain sect is the 
problem rather the entire religion. 

However, the core of the expression 
“radical Islam” is “Islam?” 

Viewers tend to generalize and make 
their own connections. When many 
non-Muslims hear a word as ambiguous 
as ‘radical’ before the word Islam, they'll 
harbor association and direct their focus 
to the latter— which they've come to un- 
derstand is a major world religion. 

Terms like these spark a widespread 
misunderstanding of the religion, cou- 
pled with fear of it, nationwide. : 

“The media needs to be careful who 
they label Muslim,’ finished Alhamdi. 


Jesus Loves Yow’ 

Even when practicing Islam in 
non-radical manners, Muslims are still 
targeted for their faith. 

“We were all praying in a big group 
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and while we were in the middle of 
prayer— someone came and said, 
‘Don't be a Muslim, don't follow Is- 
lam— it’s the wrong religion— Jesus 
loves you;” shared Shaheer Syed, a 


fourth year management information 


systems major. 

According to a 2015 Pew Research 
Religious Landscape Study, over 70 per- 
cent of Americans consider themselves 
to be Christians, while less than 1 per- 
cent are Muslims. 

Someone with a fear of Islam coupled 
with the encouragement of proselytiz- 
ing from the Christian doctrine they 
follow can easily create an unwelcoming 
environment for Muslims. 

“Tf I ever saw a Christian praying or 
someone meditating— I would never 
go up to them and harass them because 
they're practicing their religion; says 
Syed. “I don’t know why people tend to 
do that Muslims” 


Ending Ignorance 

Rather than using terminology like 
“radical” to describe members of ter- 
ror organizations like ISIS, media out- 
lets— who provide news for millions of 


Leila Navidi | TNS 
St. Cloud State student Barwaago Dirir, 21, decided to wear an American flag hijab for the first time while attending a talk by Jaylani Hussein, executive 
director of the Minnesota chapter of the Council of American Islamic Relations of Minnesota. 


viewers nationwide— should choose a 
word which actually describes these 
terrorists. , 

I suggest something like: Violent 
extremists — this description does not 
include the name of a major religion 
which, in actuality, does not promote 
international terrorism. 

Non-muslims must maintain a cog- 
nitive balance that does not berate 
members of a worldwide religion be- 
cause of a miniscule group of extrem- 
ists. pe 

“As a Muslim woman who wears the 
headscarf, its hard because you walk 
down everywhere and you have’ peo- 
ple staring at you— because of 9/11 
and what's going on with ISIS right 
now— people associate me with those 
people.” said Fatimah Alghweir, second 
year management information systems 
major. 

Let's face the fact: Certain enigmat- 
ic terms used by media outlets unin- 
tentionally help spread islamophobia 
throughout the nation. 

Extremists have perverted the doc- 
trine of Islam— and the non-”radical” 
Muslims are paying the price for crimes 
they did not commit. 
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SPORTS 7 


NFL 


Doug Kapustin | MCT 


New England Patriots cornerback Aqib Talib breaks up pass intended for Baltimore Ravens tight end Dennis Pitta during the second half of their game in Baltimore on Sunday, Dec. 22, 2013 


NFL injury reports: Where probable means questionable 


By Edward Lee 


The Baltimore Sun 


Dennis Pitta’s status was not ques- 
tionable to him. 

Despite a broken finger that side- 
lined the Ravens’ tight end for the en- 
tire preseason, Pitta practiced last week. 
But when the team produced its final 
injury report of the week, Pitta was list- 
edas questionable. 

Anything short of a lightning strike 
or a family emergency was not going to 
prevent Pitta from playing in Sunday’s 
13-7 win against the Buffalo Bills at 
M&T Bank Stadium _ his first game in 
722 days since fracturing his right hip 
against the Cleveland Browns. 

“Tt was great just being out there,’ 
said Pitta, 31. “Once you are back out 
there, it feels like you have been out 
there for the last couple of years.” In 
past years, Pitta likely would have been 
listed as probable, but that designation 
no longer exists according to a policy 
change last month. 

The NFL eliminated the probable 


label from injury reports, citing a sta- 
tistic that 95 percent of the players 
classified as probable played in games. 
NFL spokesman Michael Signora said if 
there is any uncertainty about a player’s 


ability to play, the league requires the - 


player be listed as questionable. 

Doubtful suggests a player is unlike- 
ly to play, while out means the player 
is certain to remain on the sideline in 
street clothes. 

Teams that deactivate a player who 
had not appeared on previous injury 
reports will be required to provide an 
explanation to the league and could be 
subject to an investigation and/or dis- 
cipline. 

Marvin Lewis, former Ravens defen- 
sive coordinator and current Cincin- 
nati Bengals coach, is a member of the 
NFLs competition committee, which 
amended the injury report. He told The 
Cincinnati Enquirer that the change is 
intended to simplify injury reports. 

“I think the NFL [public relations] 
just felt like there were some, a few, 
teams who maybe took certain liberties 
and they just tried, from the NFL PR 


Follow @49ERSPORTS 
for live tweeting of 
LBSU games. 


standpoint, tried to clean it up a little 
bit and make it simpler,’ Lewis said. 

The New ‘England Patriots have 
earned a reputation for their injury 
reports. According to Pro Football 
Reference, between 2011 and 2015, the 
Patriots classified players as question- 
able 852 times _ of which 570, or 66.9 
percent, played in games. Quarterback 
Tom, Brady, who rarely misses games 
because of injury, had a three-year 
streak of appearing on injury reports 
each week from 2005 to 2008. 

Last season, the league investigated 
the Indianapolis Colts for not disclos- 
ing that quarterback Andrew Luck had 
been playing with broken ribs for five 
weeks. On the morning of Super Bowl 
50, the NFL ruled that no violation had 
taken place and that the club would not 
be penalized. 

Between 2011 and 2015, the Ravens 
listed players as questionable 360 times, 
and 218 of them _ or 60.6 percent _ 
played. Coach John Harbaugh said he 
did not have an opinion on the policy 
change. 


“I didn't really care one way or the 


other,” Harbaugh said. “We just put out ~ 


whatever it was or whatever we thought 
it was. If they said it was 50 percent, we 
just said, ‘OK, this is about 50 percent; 
and wed put it under that category. I 
don't think that will ever change. We're 
never trying to play games with it. So it 
didn't really matter to us.” 

His. counterpart in Buffalo, Rex 
Ryan, echoed Harbaugh’s sentiments 
while throwing in a joke. 

“Tt really doesn’t matter to me,’ said 
Ryan, a former defensive coordinator 


and line coach with the Ravens. “I _ 


wasn't one of those guys that fudged 
on it or anything. By the way, every 
player we have has got a left leg injury 
right now.” : 

Perhaps the biggest impact the 
amended injury reports will have is 
in fantasy football. Michael Fabiano, 
senior fantasy analyst for NFL.com, 
said while the change will increase 
web traffic as fantasy football owners 
scramble to get updates on the statuses 
of their players, it will also increase the 
anxiety level as even the slightest inju- 
ry will earn a questionable label. 


“Fantasy owners are already a ner- 
vous bunch _ I see it on Twitter all the 
time _ and seeing that ‘Q’ tag instead 
of a ‘P’ tag is going to get the nerves 
pumping every single week? Fabiano 
wrote in an email. “Hopefully, people 
are checking the injury and practice 
reports more closely in an effort to get 
a better idea of just how bad a player 
is injured. If a player is listed as ques- 
tionable but he practiced all week, for 
example, there’s a good chance he’s go- 
ing to be active on game day.” 

A player’s availability for a game is 
usually reflected by his participation 
in practice. A player is deemed to have 
practiced fully when he completes 
100 percent of his normal.repetitions. 
Anything less than 100 percent earns 
a player a limited participation desig- 
nation. 

In 16 NFL games in Week 1, 70 
players were classified as questionable, 
and 45 of them played. The Chicago 
Bears had a league-high nine players 
listed as questionable and played seven 
of them _ also the highest total among 
the 32 teams. 


8 SPORTS 


WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL 


NELE BARBER 
OUTSIDE HITTER 


Nele Barber 


named ACVA 
player of the 


week 


Senior outside hitter Nele 
Barber was the 11th player 
to be named ACVA player 
of the week. 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


After playing three games last weekend, 
Long Beach State's senior outside hitter Nele 
Barber was named the American Volleyball 
Coaches Association's national Player of the 
Week. 

The outside hitter became the 11th player in 
LBSU history to receive the honor and the first. 
since outside hitter Bre Mackie in 2014. 

“T didn’t expect that? Barber said with a 
smile. “It’s pretty cool. It’s an honor. In general 
hearing ‘Oh yeah, [you're the] national player 
of the week is pretty cool.” - 

Barber had an impressive stat line over the 
weekend that included a near-triple-double 
against the Duke Blue Devils. During that 
match, the senior posted a career high in blocks 
with nine, 19 kills and 14 digs. 

LBSU women’s volleyball head coach Brian 
Gimmillaro noted that while the team played 
18 sets, it was impressive that Barber was able 
to stay consistent. 

“[There was] a lot of play this weekend, 
Gimmillaro said..“Three of [our games] went 
five sets - which is a lot of play - so what you 
can take away from that is that she stayed good 
the whole time. The whole time she was able 
to physically do that and physically maintain 
a high level and’she was able to focus for that 
long” 

In the 18 sets LBSU played, the senior had a 
.299 hitting percentage, 4.39 kills per set, 2.94 
- digs per set and 1.06 blocks per set. 

“It was exhausting to have all those games,’ 
Barber said. “[But] it was fun. We were 3-0 after 
the first three games, so it was just fun to play. 

- We had a good weekend” 

When Barber started to feel winded, she just 
used communication to keep herself going and 
to maintain her high level of play throughout 
the weekend. 

“T just kept screaming,’ Barber said. “ [Told 
myself,] “Don't think about being tired” 

Keeping her focus and intensity played a ~ 
huge factor in how the 49ers fared. 


“The best thing a good player can have is 
consistency,’ Barber said. “I stayed pretty con- 
sistent, so that was good. Obviously, got tired 
for a bit but [I] just have to overcome it some- 


» 


how: 
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Long Beach State kicks off its four game week with tonight’s game against UCLA. The team will then head to San Diego. 


Another jam-packed week 


Long Beach State women’s 
volleyball team faces four- 
game week. 


By Matthew simon 
Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State women’s volleyball 
team is set for a match against No. 11 UCLA 
tonight at Walter Pyramid before traveling to 
San Diego for three games in. two days. 

UCLA enters the match undefeated at 7-0 
and is on a current five-game winning streak 
against LBSU. 

In their last meeting, LBSU lost to UCLA in 
four sets at home. 

“It would look pretty good on our record if 
we beat them,” senior outside hitter Nele Bar- 
ber said. “It’s a big game for us, I want to go in 
with an expectation to win, because I feel like 
if we expect something it’s better than being 


surprised.” 

The Bruins are one of the best defensive 
teams in the nation, ranking fifth in the coun- 
try with 18.21 digs per set as a team. That 
defense, led by senior libero Taylor Formico 
- who leads the way with 4.25 digs per set - 
has been holding opponents to a .128 hitting 
percentage for the year ranking 11th in the 
nation. 

Along with holding opponents to a .128 hit- 
ting percentage, UCLA also ranks 21st in the 
nation with 2.82 blocks per set. 

After their match against UCLA, the 49ers 
will head down to San Diego for the Univer- 
sity of San Diego/San Diego State University 
Invitational. 

San Jose State is first up with a game at noon 
at Jenny Craig Pavilion on Friday. 

The Spartans (6-3) have been led by sopho- 
more outside hitter Giulia Gavio, who is aver- 
aging 4.23 kills per set. 

SJSU also has solid middle blockers in Nan- 
dyala Gama and Thaliana Grajeda, who are 
averaging 1.24 and 1.15 blocks per set respec- 
tively. LBSU leads its all-time series against 


San Jose State 24-8-2. 

In their second match of their doubleheader 
the 49ers will take on No. 10 University of San 
Diego (5-2) at 7 p.m. 

The Toreros, the highest ranked team LBSU 
has faced, have won four straight with wins 
against No. 18 Colorado and No. 7 UCLA, 
which bumped the team up five spots in the 
national rankings. 

USD, led by senior middle blocker Lisa 
Kramer, has been solid offensively for the 
team, averaging 4.36 kills per set. Along with 
Kramer, middle blocker Lauren Schad is a ma- 
jor factor for the team, hitting .360 with 2.81 
kills per set. 

The 49ers lead their all-time series with 
USD 12-9 with two wins over the last two sea- 
sons. 

Rounding out the team’s Saturday, LBSU 
will take on San Diego State (5-5) at 2:30 p.m. 

The Aztecs are led by sophomore middle 
blocker Deja Harris who leads the team with 
a .404 hitting percentage. 

With another four-game week LBSU will get 
a good idea of what the team looks like. 


Women’s volleyball weekend schedule 
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UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO 


UCLA SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY SAN DIEGO STATE 
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